Reversion to fetal circulation in congenital diaphragmatic hernia: a preventable postoperative complication.
A review of 26 patients with congenital diaphragmatic hernia, diagnosed in the first 24 hours of life, supports the hypothesis that the postoperative fetal circulation syndrome is an iatrogenic complication, due to the rapid expansion of both lungs, when they are severely hypoplastic. This complication is preventable, when no aspiration of air from the chest cavity is done, and when no tube attached to an underwater seal is inserted. When assisted ventilation is necessary, small volumes at a rapid rate allows satisfactory gaseous exchanges, without pulmonary overinflation.